
Townsend School District
System Costs & Funding

Fuels for Schools (Includes $12,420 from Climate Trust) $202,500.00

USDA Loan to School (4.5% interest, 15 year loan) $140,000.00

USDA Grant to School $30,000.00

Montana DNRC Grant (HB223 grant) $15,000.00

School Cash Funding* $37,500.00

PROJECT COST $425,000.00

* Other costs to the project included interim loan interest (until USDA loan became active), 
asbestos abatement, hot water heater relocation, purchase of a used auger to load pellets, etc.  
The majority of these costs were covered by the project contingencies and the $30,000 USDA 
grant.



Townsend School District 
Predicted Savings with System

Savings in fuel costs are 
predicted to pay for system 
within seven to eight years.

Predicted savings to the 
school over 30 year period -
$1.2 Million
(These are the predicted savings AFTER the 
district cost of the system has been repaid)



Funding for Feasibility Studies 
and/or Project

The Department of Natural Resources 
House Bill 223

HB 223 is a four page form and a project detail (our detail was 2½ pages).



Possible Funding Sources

DNRC (Grants/Loans), DEQ (loans), USDA 
(Grants/Loans), Climate Trust Fund
Foundations: Beim Foundation, 
Bonneville Environmental Foundation, 
Bullitt Foundation, Charlotte Martin 
Foundation, Cinnabar Foundation, 
Greenville Foundation, Kresge 
Foundation, M.J. Murdock Charitable 
Trust, Wallace Global Fund & Others
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